
Before t h e  Board of Zoning Adjustment, D. C. 

PUBLIC HE&EtING -- A p r i l  13, 1966 

Appeal No. 8688 J. R e  Maben, appe l l an t  

The Zoning Adminis t ra tor  of t h e  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia, appe l l ee  

On motion duly made, seconded and unanimously c a r r i e d ,  t h e  following 
Order was en te red  by t h e  Board a t  i t s  meeting on J u l y  18, 1966. 

EFFECTIVE MTE OF ORDER: August 25, 1966 
ORDERED: 

That t h e  rehear ing  of t h e  appeal  of John R. Maben f o r  permission t o  
change a nonconforming u s e  from a f i n g e r p r i n t  school and o f f i c e  t o  o f f i c e  
f o r  Home Improvement Construct ion Co. on f i r s t  f l o o r  of premises 
1701 Monroe S t r e e t ,  N.E. and 3415 - 17 th  S t r e e t ,  N.E., l o t  21, Sq. 4146, 
be cond i t i ona l ly  granted.  

As a r e s u l t  of an  in spec t ion  of t h e  proper ty  and from t h e  record  
and t h e  evidence adduced a t  t h e  pub l i c  hear ing ,  t h e  Board f i n d s  t h e  

fol lowing f a c t s :  

(1) Appel lan t ' s  p roper ty  i s  loca t ed  i n  an  R-1-B D i s t r i c t .  

(2) The Board made a n  e x t e r i o r  i n spec t ion  of t h e  proper ty  on 
J u l y  11, 1966. 

(3) The l o t  i s  improved wi th  a two s t o r y  bui ld ing  which is  s i t u a t e d  
on a  corner  l o t  and has  en t rances  on 17th  S t r e e e t  and on Monroe S t r e e t .  
The 17th  S t r e e t  f ron tage  i s  a s t o r e  f r o n t  and t h e  Monroe S t r e e t  f ron tage  
i s  r e s i d e n t i a l  . 

(4) The record  con ta ins  a letter from t h e  D. C. Assessor  i n d i c a t i n g  
t h a t  t h e  sub jec t  proper ty  has been used a s  a  m u l t i p l e  purpose s t ruc ture- -  
s t o r e  o r  o f f i c e  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  and l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  on t h e  second floor-- 
s i n c e  1957 and t h a t  t h e  proper ty  has been assessed  on t h a t  bas i s .  No 
records  are a v a i l a b l e  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  use  of t h e  proper ty  p r i o r  t o  1957. 

(5) A l e t t e r  dated March 18, 1966 from t h e  Potomac E l e c t r i c  Power Co. 
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  sub jec t  premises have been se rv i ced  wi th  two e l e c t r i c  
accounts,  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  having been b i l l e d  under t h e  "GS" Commercial 
r a t e  s i n c e  February 11, 1946 and t h e  second f l o o r  having been b i l l e d  
under t h e  Res iden t i a l  r a t e  s i n c e  February 11, 1946. 

(6) The record  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  occupancy permits  have been i ssued  f o r  
t h e  premises as a commercial use  and a  m u l t i p l e  dwell ing s i n c e  1920. C e r -  
t i f i c a t e  of Occupancy No. 29620 f o r  a grocery was i ssued  i n  1930. C e r t i f i c a t e  
of Occupancy No. 46374 f o r  a  grocery i n  1934, C/O 59486 f o r  grocery i n  1938, 
C/O 63465 i n  1939 f o r  grocery. C/O'S f o r  a beauty shop was i ssued  i n  1939, 
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1940, 1941 - Numbers 64760, 68056, 70646 respect ive ly .  Since 1941, C e r t i f i -  
ca tes  of occupancy Nos. 90478 and 96239 and 82033 were issued f o r  a  school 
de tec t ive  agency. The school remained u n t i l  1965. 

(7) At the  Rxecutive Meeting of Apr i l  27, 1966, the  Board denied 
permission t o  change the  nonconforming use. 

(8) On June 15, 1966 appel lant  requested a rehearing which was 
granted a t  t h e  Executive Meeting of June 22, 1966, No Order had been 
w r i t t e n  a s  of t h a t  d a t e  denying t h e  appeal heard A p r i l  13, 1966. 

(9) Appdlant proposes t o  have an o f f i c e  f o r  a  cons t ruct ion  company 
on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  of t h e  premises. Appellant r e s ides  i n  an apartment 
on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  r ea r .  There a r e  a l s o  apartments on t h e  second f l o o r  
of the  building. 

(10) The const ruct ion  company w i l l  have two employees, one truck,  and 
w i l l  opera te  during t h e  hours of 9c00 t o  5200 p.m. 

(11) Opposition t o  t h e  granting of t h i s  appeal was r e g i s t e r e d  a t  the  
pub l i c  hearing on Apr i l  13, 1966. P e t i t i o n s  containing t h e  s ignatures  
of nineteen (19) r e s iden t s  of t h e  a rea  were f i led .opposing t h e  loca t ion  
of t h e  cons t ruct ion  f i rm a t  t h e  premises. One l e t t e r  i n  opposi t ion was 
f i l e d .  

(12) Before t h e  rehearing on J u l y  13, 1966 t h r e e  (3) l e t t e r s  were 
f i l e d  i n  opposi t ion t o  t h e  grant ing  of t h i s  appeal. 

(13) On July  13, 1966 appel lant  presented a p e t i t i o n  signed by 
t h i r t e e n  (13) res iden t s  of Monroe S t r e e t  and 17th S t r e e t  expressing no 
opposi t ion t o  the  grant ing  of t h i s  appeal. 

(14) Appellant s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  be no s to rage  of equipment 
on t h e  premises. 

OPINION: 
W e  are of t h e  opirrbn t h a t  t h e  proposed use of t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  of - - 

premises 1701 Monroe St., N.E. w i l l  not  a f f e c t  adversely t h e  present  
charac ter  and f u t u r e  development of t h e  neighborhood, The f i r s t  f l o o r  of 
the  subjec t  building has a  commercial look and has apparently had var ious  
commercial uses f o r  a  period of over f o r t y  years .  The use of the  premises 
as an o f f i c e  would not seem t o  be any more object ionable than t h e  use of 
the  premises a s  a  school. We f u r t h e r  conclude t h a t  t h e  new use w i l l  not 
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  impair t h e  purpose and i n t e n t  of t h e  Zoning Regulations a s  
embodied i n  t h e  regula t ions  and map. 
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The Order s h a l l  be sub jec t  t o  t h e  fol lowing condi t ions :  

(a) The Order s h a l l  be  e f f e c t i v e  f o r  a  per iod  of two (2) years .  

(b) No neon o r  gas tube  d i sp l ays  s h a l l  be loca t ed  on t h e  out- 
s i d e  of t h e  bui ld ing ,  nor s h a l l  any such d i sp l ays ,  i f  
placed i n s i d e  of bu i ld ing ,  be v i s i b l e  from t h e  o u t s i d e  
of t h e  s t r u c t u r e ,  


